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Philomene


Philomene is a smallholder farmer in the Democratic Republic of Congo. She's expanded her business and changed her life with training from Opportunity International. 



	



Leila


Leila lives in a remote village in northern Ghana. A loan and training has transformed her farm.



	



Caroline


Caroline owns a popular fruit and vegetable stall in Kampala. She is the sole carer to her four grandchildren.
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Angel Court, 81 St Clements Street

Oxford, OX4 1AW UK



T: +44 (0)1865 725304



© 2024 Opportunity InternationalOpportunity International United Kingdom is registered as a charity in England and Wales (1107713) and in Scotland (SCO39692).











Include a Gift in Your Will

Our vision is a world in which all people have the opportunity to reach their full potential and work towards a better future. A world where all children go to school, families are fed and communities thrive.










	
Include a Gift in Your Will














Give the next generation an Opportunity

People living in poverty need a secure income to survive. Our projects enable people to develop their small businesses and work their own way out of poverty, giving them dignity and a future hope for themselves, their families and their communities. By investing in the lives of poor communities, you can have an impact that reaches beyond a lifetime.

Please remember Opportunity International in your Will. It is a gift that really does keep on giving. It will last for generations.









Our promises to you

	

Privacy

We will respect your right to privacy – you do not have to tell us your decision (although we would love to be able to say thank you).




	

Care

We understand that those you care about come first.




	

Change

We understand that circumstances may change and this may result in you taking us out of your Will.




	

Informed

We will keep you updated on our work which is only made possible by gifts like yours. Just let us know how you would prefer to receive this information.




	

Respect

We promise to handle your gift with sensitivity and respect.




	

Wisdom

We promise to use your gift wisely.






If you decide to leave a gift to Opportunity International in your Will, you can be sure it will be used effectively to provide people with a hand up out of poverty. We receive all gifts with sensitivity and efficiency, making sure administration costs are kept to an absolute minimum.

You can find out more in our Gift in Will leaflet, or if you have further queries, email Jenny.




















A Ghanaian teenager with big ambitions...

Dorthea is like any other Ghanaian teenager, keen to make her way in the world with big ambitions for her future. But she has faced many challenges. Thankfully Dorthea received a lifeline from Opportunity International’s Youth Apprenticeship Programme. 

Read More














Elisabeth’s legacy

Elisabeth had been a regular supporter of Opportunity International since 1997. She believed that people deserved an opportunity to work their own way out of poverty with dignity. Last year Elisabeth learnt that she had a terminal illness, and sadly passed away soon after. But her legacy lives on...

Read More














Did you know...

If your estate is liable to Inheritance Tax then it is likely you will save £400 tax for every £1,000 you give. But as always, please do seek professional advice specific to your financial situation.




















Your questions answered

 




HOW DO I LEAVE OPPORTUNITY INTERNATIONAL A GIFT IN MY WILL?


Making a Will is the only way you can be sure that your wishes are understood. It is usually a quick, simple and inexpensive process that ensures that those you care about are well looked after.

If you already have a Will and are thinking about leaving a gift to Opportunity International, you can add a simple codicil (a short document that is added to your Will).

The best thing to do is to speak to your solicitor who will advise you on how to create or amend an existing Will.

The key information that your solicitor will need is that bequests should be left to Opportunity International UK.  They will need our registered charity numbers (UK number 1107713; Scotland number SC039692) and registered address:
Opportunity International UK, Angel Court, 81 St Clements, Oxford, OX4 1AW






HOW MUCH DOES OPPORTUNITY INTERNATIONAL SPEND ON ADMINISTRATION AND FUNDRAISING COSTS


In 2019, for every £1 donated, we spent 90p helping to provide acess to financial services and training to over 17.5 million clients across the world. The remaining 10p was used to help us raise more money. You can download our 2019 financial summary here.






WHAT TYPES OF GIFTS ARE THERE?


You can either give a proportion of your estate, a percentage of your estate after all other gifts have been made and debts cleared, or a cash gift of a specified amount of money.

Your solicitor will advise on the specific wording you need to use for different types of gifts.






WHAT ABOUT INHERITANCE TAX?


Any gifts to charity are exempt from Inheritance Tax.  In 2009, the government set the Inheritance Tax threshold at £325,000 (£650,000 for couples), above which Inheritance Tax is payable at the rate of 40%. If your estate is liable to attract Inheritance Tax, leaving a gift to charity can have the effect of reducing the overall tax burden on family and friends.

As a result of changes introduced in April 2012, Inheritance Tax can be reduced from 40% to 36% for donors who leave more than 10% of their net estate to charity. “Net” estate means the value of the estate after all Inheritance Tax exemptions, reliefs and the tax free allowance have been deducted.

In simple terms, if your estate is liable to Inheritance Tax then it is likely you will save £400 tax for every £1,000 you give.  But as always, please do seek professional advice specific to your financial situation.

For further information:

	HRMC website - about reducing your Inheritance Tax bill by giving to charity.
	HMRC’s Inheritance Tax reduced rate calculator - to calculate the potential inheritance tax reductions by leaving a legacy to charity.
	Speak to your solicitor who can advise on the positive effects of leaving a donation in your Will to the inheritance tax on your estate.







WHAT IS A LETTER OF WISHES?


A Letter of Wishes is a document that accompanies your Will. It is not legally binding but can guide your executors and trustees to ensure your personal wishes are carried out.

You must take care that a Letter of Wishes does not contain anything that could conflict with the Will. The Letter can advise on anything (including gifts to charities) and should be written in plain English, signed and dated, but not witnessed to avoid any claim that it has become a legal Will or codicil.  As always, seek further advice from your solicitor.











 

Legal disclaimer - the information on this page is guidance, not legal advice. Always contact a solicitor or legal professional.












Join Us


Sign up to receive a monthly email with all the latest updates, news and inspiring stories from our work around the world.











































We respect your privacy. We will never sell, rent or exchange your email address with a third party.
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Choose a Country
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Sign up to our Newsletter



Sign up to receive a monthly email with all the latest updates, news and inspiring stories from our work around the world.





















































We respect your privacy. We will never sell, rent or exchange your email address with a third party.














































